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Short	Term	Scien#fic	Missions	(STSM)	
	
	

Those	are	ins#tu#onal	visits		
	
aimed	at	suppor#ng	individual	mobility,		
	
fostering	collabora#on	between	individuals.	
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§  An	STSM	applicant	must	be	engaged	in	an	official	research	
programme	as	a	PhD	Student	or	postdoctoral	fellow		

§  or	can	be	employed	by,	or	affiliated	to,	an	ins#tu#on,	
organisa#on	or	legal	en#ty	which	has	within	its	remit	a	clear	
associa#on	with	performing	research.		

§  The	ins#tu#on	/	organisa#on	or	legal	en#ty	where	applicant	
pursues	his/her	main	strand	of	research	are	is	considered	as	
Home	ins#tu#on.		

§  The	Host	ins#tu#on	is	the	ins#tu#on	/	organisa#on	that	will	
host	the	successful	applicant.	

STSM	–	Eligibility	Rules	
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STSM	–	Eligibility	
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§  Eligible	STSM	applicants	submit	their	STSM	applica#ons	
online	at	h\ps://e-services.cost.eu/STSM		

STSM	–	online	applica#on	
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§  The	evalua#on	of	each	received	STSM	applica#on	is	
performed	by	the	Ac#on	Management	Commi\ee	(MC).		
	

§  The	Ac#on	Chair	(or	Vice-Chair	if	the	Ac#on	Chair	is	affiliated	
to	the	Grant	Holder	Ins#tu#on)	or	the	appointed	STSM	
Coordinator	/	Commi\ee	can	assume	this	responsibility	if	the	
Ac#on	MC	gives	them	the	mandate	to	perform	this	task	on	
their	behalf.		
	

§  The	evalua#on	criteria	defined	by	the	Ac#on	MC	should	be	
communicated	to	all	poten#al	applicants.	

STSM	–	Evalua#on	of	Applications	
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§  The	selec#on	of	successful	STSM	applicants	must	be	done	so	
in	considera#on	of	the	scien#fic	scope	of	the	proposed	
mission	and	how	the	mission	can	support	the	Ac#on	in	
achieving	its	scien#fic	objec#ves.	
	

§  There	should	be	special	considera#ons	made	by	the	Ac#on	
MC	with	respect	to	suppor#ng	COST	policies	on	promo#ng	
gender	balance,	enabling	Early	Career	Inves#gators	(ECI),	
broadening	geographical	inclusiveness.	

STSM	–	Selec#on	of	Applicants	
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§  Minimum	dura#on	of	5	calendar	days.	
	

§  Maximum	dura#on	of	90	calendar	days.	
	

§  An	STSM	needs	to	be	carried	out	in	its	en#rety	within	a	single	
Grant	Period	and	always	within	the	Ac#on’s	life#me.	

Criteria	for	a	regular	STSM		
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§  Specific	addi#onal	provisions	have	also	been	made	possible	
to	encourage	the	par#cipa#on	of	Early	Career	Inves#gators	
(ECI)	in	STSM.		

§  To	qualify	for	these	specific	provisions,	the	following	
condi#ons	apply:	

§  minimum	dura#on	of	91	calendar	days.	
§  maximum	dura#on	of	180	calendar	days.	
§  STSM	performed	by	ECI	need	to	be	carried	out	in	their	

en#rety	within	a	single	Grant	Period	and	always	within	the	
Ac#on’s	life#me.	

Special	Criteria	for	Early	Career	
Inves#gators	(ECI)	
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§  The	COST	Associa#on	and	the	Grant	Holder	of	the	Ac#on	
cannot	to	be	considered	as	being	an	STSM	grantee’s	
employer.		

§  STSM	grantees	must	make	their	own	arrangements	for	all	
provisions	related	to:		
personal	security,		
health,		
taxa#on,		
social	security		
and	pension	ma\ers.	

COST	assumes	no	responsibility!	
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§  An	STSM	Grant	is	a	fixed	financial	contribu#on	which	takes	
into	considera#on	the	budget	request	of	the	applicant	and	
the	outcome	of	the	evalua#on	of	the	STSM	applica#on.		

§  	
STSM	Grants	do	not	necessarily	cover	all	expenses	related	to	
undertaking	a	given	mission.		

§  An	STSM	Grant	is	a	contribu#on	to	the	overall	travel,	
accommoda#on	and	meal	expenses	of	the	Grantee.	

STSM	–	Financial	Support	
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§  Up	to	a	maximum	of	EUR	2	500	in	total;		
	

§  Up	to	a	maximum	of	EUR	160	per	day	can	be	afforded	for	
accommoda#on	and	meal	expenses.	
	
	

§  researchers	from	ITC	can	claim	50%	of	their	STSM	Grant	when	
they	complete	the	first	day	of	their	STSM.		
	
The	remaining	50%	of	the	Grant	is	payable	once	the	
administra#ve	requirements	have	been	sa#sfied.	

STSM	–	grant	calcula#on		
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§  Up	to	a	maximum	of	EUR	3	500	in	total	can	be	afforded	to	
ECIs	for	missions	with	a	dura#on	of	between	91	and	180	
calendar	days;	

§  Up	to	a	maximum	of	EUR	160	per	day	can	be	afforded	for	
accommoda#on	and	meal	expenses.	

STSM	–	grant	calcula#on	for	Early	
Career	Inves#gators	(ECI)		
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§  The	Ac#on	Chair	(or	Vice-Chair	if	the	Ac#on	Chair	is	affiliated	
to	the	Grant	Holder	Ins#tu#on)	and	/	or	the	appointed	STSM	
Coordinator	/	Commi\ee	can	approve	differen#ated	country	
rates	to	cover	accommoda#on	and	meal	expenses	based	on	
the	perceived	cost	of	living	in	the	host	country.	

STSM	–	other		
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§  submit	a	scien#fic	report	within	30	calendar	days	from	the	
end	date	of	the	mission:	
	
to	the	Ac#on	Chair	(or	to	the	Vice-Chair	if	the	Ac#on	Chair	is	
affiliated	to	the	Grant	Holder	Ins#tu#on)	/	the	appointed		
	
STSM	Coordinator	/	Commi\ee		
and	to	a	senior	researcher	affiliated	to	the	Host	ins#tu#on.	

§  When	they	do	approve	your	report,	you	get	your	money	back
\J/	

How	to	get	your	money	back	ajer	
an	STSM?	
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§  Check	updates	at	h\p://www.cost.eu/par#cipate		

COST	Vademecum		
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§  2013	-	1	
§  2014	-	5	
§  2015	-	12	
§  2016	-	10	
§  2017	-	7	

§  total	35	

Short	-	Term	Scien#fic	Missions		
in	COST	Ac#on	TU1208	
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TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	1	



TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	2	



TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	3	



TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	4	



Report	COST-STSM-TU1208-33617 
Coupled	WKB	approach	applied	to	ground	penetrating	radar 
 
Author:	Prof.	Alexei	Popov 
Pushkov	Institute	of	Terrestrial	Magnetism,	Ionosphere	and	Radio	Wave	Propagation 
Moscow,	Troitsk,	Russia 
Host	Scientist:	Marian	Marciniak 
National	Institute	of	Telecommunications, 
Warsaw,	Poland	 
STSM	Dates:	April	24	–	April	30	2016 
 

TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	5	
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TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	6	



TU1208	STSM	Examples	-	7	
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§  The	STSM	exchange	went	smoothly	and	very	efficiently	for	
the	benefit	of	TU1208	Ac#on’s	research	agenda.	

§  Young	researchers	have	been	par#cularly	ac#ve!	

§  A	durable	long-term	coopera#on	has	been	ini#ated	in	all	
cases.	

§  It	has	been	my	great	pleasure	to	cooperate	with	Lara,	
Andreas,	Ac#on’s	Management	Commi\ee	and	COST	Office,	
as	well	as	to	serve	the	numerous	STSM	Applicants	and	Hosts	
–	thanks	to	ALL!!!	

Conclusions	
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